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by its victory, tho Revolwticn of August 1945 had done away with the dual 
yoke of the French imperialists and thsir Indochinese Jackeyse Still the 
liquidation of ow political bondage did by no means entail an eradication 
of all vestiges of French domimation in other spheveg. One of the domains 


in which tho ensiaving influence of French domination was most deeprooted 


was that of thoughts and knowledge. This wes why tho August Revolution has 
raised the urgent problem of reeducation of our people's way of thinking. 
In other words, oux national culture also calls for a sweeping revolutions 


Referring to the need of an “intellectual revolution” s Some people would 
argues ‘How could the svil infiuencs of French domination be impressive 
upon our people's minds if no Viet Nam == Jut alone the few who chose to be 
enslaved -~ over tolerated the wosfvl crimes perpotraied by the colonialists 
for so many years?" 


Such, however, was not the mseo It is not true that all those who 
hated and repudiated French rule bad rid themselves thereby of the invisible 
fetters which French imperialists had clapped dow upon their judgment, 
their understanding, thoir working methods; and their conception of mon 
and thingse 
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3 Other people would opine: "Siuce French rule is xo more, why should 


we not build upon the foundations they had daid, enjoy a cultural pass full 
of achievenemts, and rake use of the schools and universities they had set 
up? Both our present program end school terms must Yromala the some as befecre, 
since they have been framed by scientific minds according to the inslienable 
principles of aducation vhich still are provailing in al] civilized comtries*, 
or they would sey: “Why should ow kmowhou of medisines, pharmacy, public 
works, agriculture, law and other things be rubbed ows and cast away if it is 
strongly based on both reason aud oxpericnoe, if it is the very criterion of 
natural and eternal truths and while uo new tases hnve been found as yet te 
replace the old ones?” There is no asuying thet these opinions may he-ve : 
coms from poople whose sinosrity is net to be dow ‘sod, who ars for an all-out 
support cof ths war of resistense ard the uations. reconstruction, who are 
propared to make every sacrifice in order to onsure the liveration ef the 
comiry. Nonetheless, it must bo stressed that hese psople are still closely 
associated vith the metaphysical logies, the wmalterable way of thinking 
which ars heirs to a superanuueted education which indeed has soma bearing upon 
our overyday works and activities. Fach time a chaage was proposed which 
aimed at harnessing a branch ef art or science to the serving of ths interests 
of the psopie in greeter punbsre, the cane "objectors" would hesitate, fearing 
Jest tho “inviolable” principles of ths old "system of thought™ should be 
hurte Te revolutionize our people's way of thinking will, therefore, be a 
long standing, poxeeverent. systemetie, self-consistent, continuous, and 
energetic vadortalcing. 


Why will it teke time to carry out thes revolucion in our countey? 
Firsts, because we have lived teo jong under French demiration. French colonial 
ruie hed gore a long way in tw ning nearly oll of us ims passive-minded mex 
whese schist business in life wes to serve the ensieving purposes of the 
imperieliste, The whole Frenuch-apossd education was spearheaded toward a 
umique goal: to tun cach Vietnanese imte e dociis ssivant completely void 
.Of ell initiative, of all critical, SONee, end standing aloof from realities. 
Besides, French sducation even nay is being regarded as legzing fer behind 
that of ovher progressive antions. ‘the impact of French education upon the 
thoughts and deeds of such generations as hed studied dongost under the French 
rule was great and forcible. 


secondly, tha main feature of Vietmen soslety was the absence of almess 
ali industriese Townspeople vere but a handfull as compared with the rural 
‘populatione Furthermore. the majer jart of the urban population was made 
up of civil servants, small wedespooples, and small ereftoene The remalning 
90% of the population lived on agriculture. And as most peasant and famn 
latorers live far apart, aud sines collective life was wiknovn, they had no 
desires for improving their rowbine work, and ¢heix imsleht leeked dyuthesis. 
In short, Vicimanese society was a potty bourgeois seclety, thet is. an open 
ground du whieh tad habits could take root ang dave Lope 


thivdly, the Viet Mam August Revolubion wes different fron the 
"Clasgioal® revolutions which had ‘tlkcon piace elsewhere in she world. The 
Freush Revolution of 1789, for one, usd cocurred at e. tims when capitelisn 


NSS ERB BRS OE ie Ne Ra TOP Ge. se Hy Ws Man gh Vache al ea ree oe de gs 


Before the French Revolution, the culture and education of the French 
bourgecis class == which came imse being under the Temisrance «= had 
already developed into a powerful current with Deseertes? theory of rationall- 
ism es iss basis for thinking and with the iSth cexuury encyclopaedists? 
teachings as its whetstone. 
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The ultimate goal pursued by the bourgeois class of tho French at the 
end of the 18th century was to seize powere But the French Revolution, while 
aanding over the reins of goverment to the bourgeois also put a definite ond 
to an era of economic, SoOCiel, and cuitural development. Such was not the 
case with the Viet Nem Revolution. Prior to August 1945, French administra= 
tion was monopolistic, oppressive, and subserviens from the respsciive points 
of view of aconomic, political, and cultural influences. Under such a regine, 
& new approsoh to nature and to life was the privilege of but a handful of 
underground revolutionaries. To seize power for the Viet Nam pecple ms, in 
fact, but the first step toward an all-over transformation, economic, political, 
social, cultaral, as well as military. 
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Only by assessing the true sense and direction of the August Revolution and 
by assuming the taske i+ assigned to each of us, can we hope to materialize 
national independence and unity, to promote genuine democracy, and tho lasting 
welfare of our people. 


If; therefore, we are to build up @ new nation and a uew way of life, we 
must no longer use the old tool, thes is) the old way of thinking. Education, 
an inportent part of national activity, must assume tho tesk of furthering 
the transformation of thought. It cannot fulfill this hard but glorious 
task unless it takes steps to transform and to straighten itself first. In 
other words, it must proceed to inventorize all tho uscless, backward, and 
‘decayed learning dispensed by the Freuch-spoasored educational system. It 
must hers the courage and mcans necessary to move over the old educational 
value, bo kick off all that is imadequate, and to retain and improve on all 
that may help to spsed up the progress of the psople. 


Pourthly, the Viet Nom revolution was a people's revolution having the 
people as its motivating power; ths sovereiguty it restored was also the 
people's sovereignty. The background of this revolution was, therefere, 
fuli of teaching, and it was aps to cetapult the march of events in our 
countrys The results obtained within a given period of time in the present 
war of resistance, in a given branch of activity, are quickly overtaken and 
outrun by realities. Thus it came about that the achievements recorded 
were unable to moet the demands of the people which increass daily both in 
mumber and in quality. A convinciag evidence may be drawm here from our 
wartine education. Compared with ths year 197, the munber of schools, 
puplis, and teachers in 19);8 was many times greater and yet the movement 
for study among the people and the youth now working in public services, 
peopis's organizations, and the army has developed to such an extent that 
the education ministry once wondered how co meet ali these demands. The 
number of books, nswspapers, and pulwications ig mach greater today than ever 
before, sinc each war zone is having its own paper mille and book shops, and 
yet reading materials have so far proved insufficient.s Three Years BEC» 
people would be peeved at the sight of old folk above 60 years of age going 
to school. Today aati-illiteracy courses in many villages are attracting 
hundreds of old men and womens not a few of them above 80 or 90 years of 
ageo After completing the anti~liliteracy courses, people insist upon con= 
tinuing to learns 


With regard to the spirit of teday's education. a momentous change has 
alsc been recorded. ‘Two or three years age professors or teachers still 
could allow themssives to teach histery or geography out of old text=-books 
along the old confused line. Today the thing is unfeasible. High school 
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pupils both of the middle and upper degrees who are daily watching the march 
of evonts are looking upon things and life with a new eye. The thirst for a 
now knowledgo is permeating their minds as the influx of sap from the people 
is increasingly felt ainong the younger generations. 


Tt is plain, therefore, that the need for a transformation of thought 
has become imperious and that the failure to meat 16 may cause the people to 
jac far behind the revolutionizing realitiss which are racing forward like a 
tidal wavec 


TI. ~ TRAINING OF NEW PERSONNEL: 


Geuerally speaking, all the personnel working in public services under 
Froneh domination were uniquely trained to be otedient executors of the 
masters’ orders bub not leading cadres. Even at tho higher levels of the 
adninistrative ladder, Indochiness officials of cqual positions to the French 
had to note bitterly to their French "solleagues™. 

e o 2 o 2 + eo a a o o Q e e ° 8 e ¢ o ta) e & °o 9 2 & 2 es @ & G e 9 o o os & 2 g 
since wo must personally take up the task of running our sovereign states 
Under the new regime each official muss be an agent of the paopic’s goverment 
whose policy he mast carry out to the full. This calls for a new, unclowded 
idea of oux daily tasks, dvbhes, and responsibilities. Today the old dise 
erimiration betveen the chisfs, che clerks, the “orderlies", and the "coolies® 
has completely disappeared from 212 government sarvices. There are only 
colleagues and collaboraters each having his own duties aud responsibilitios. 
Thea division into hierarchical levels is only designed to deal ows works 
according to each ons's abilities end responsibilities. This dees not mean 
lack of disciplins bub instoad tHat discipline is priced higher than it ever 
was before, that the old “awtomatic”, soulless discipline which used to be 
maintained by grim sanctions, threats, of displey of authority must be ruled 
ous ani superseded by 2 self-conscious and solf-convincing disciplines 


Today tha respousibilities shovldered by ail cublic officials -~ whatever 
their stands snd positions «= are heavy. Jt may be comforting in this connec= 
tion to recall, President Ho Ghi Minh's words which dated back from before the _ 
start of the war, when he wnderlined the responsibilities and also appreciated 
the dignity of government officials: “Tho-edninistrative machine’, ho said, 
"$5 just like a cleck. The goverment is like the dial; its persounel is like 
the wheels inside. The diol is the only part of the clock to be seen at first 
gianes. But, in fact, if the hands turn uncoasingly, it is thanks to the 
wheels inside." 


Years ogo many offielais had worked often ostbentatiousiy only from fear 
of the "chief" fear of missing their promotion or of being fired by the "boss"; 
ox if they did not want cither to toil or to be dismissed, they would resort 
te bribery. Today our goverrmment officials are not working ont of fear of 
anybody's “aushority" out insteed because they want to carry out to the full 
the tasks entceusted te them by the goverment. 


Thus the foremost task te be carried out by educationists of the new 
school in training new gevermmens personnel is te clear out the old bureaue- 
eratic spirit end habitse 


Years ago officiels were tho elass of people om whom French prsssure was 


the heaviest and readiest because they depended on the bosses for their owa 
subsistence, amd because they had purposely boen trained as obedient servantse 
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If, therefors, they chaneed co witness or to te submitted themselves te 
unfair treatment or humillating oppression on the part of the rulere, thoy 
sould oniy smart under their superiors’ rebuffs without any other means of 


redsvaess or revolts 


Today goverment officials are the living embodiment of national honor 
and dignity and, therefore. could not easily be oppressed or bribed either by 
imperialists or traitors. why? Because our lives and the ives of dear ones 
and the fateof our entire psople mo leuger depend upon the lendgrabbers? 
whing. kech officiel mist, therefore, prove himself to be a fervent patriot, 
must iook upon the prospect of losing national indepandence as something 
hum: linting amd revolting and muet steel and bolster the will to fight end 
extermizate tha aggressors and thelr lackeys > 

fox, the new officials. whothor skay bo working in the administrative, 
technical, cr social services, mast keep close contacts with the people as a 
wholes ‘Yoars age the imperialists would either sture the youth end the 
intellsetuels with the idsa that they were & separate class, the highest in 
seaiety, the “elite”, or would ween them fren inquiring = evan owt of 
curiosity - into other branchis of acéivity than the one in which they wore 
asrvingo Tho new personel mast bear in wind that only by linking up their 
own activities with those of the pecpls can they succeed in inercasine the 
effaciemey cf thelr works. Jatellectucis, workers, though playing a prominent 
pars in netional life, ere only a part of the psonic: Indeed the building up 
of & naw soclabty will not be nossibic without the participation of the 
intellectual workers. On tho other hend, without ths activities of other 
social classes the intellectuals carmot hope to achiave anything worthwhile. 
This leads ue to consider the interdependence betvesa theoretical learning and 
actual realization. Social astivisies must be based on and guided by well 
framed theories. Conversely, social activities wust serve as fountain hoads 
of theoretlesl reasoning. 


Tha task of the mew sdueation 


4 
personnel to think and act according 
che whole peoples 


a thie respset will be to train owe 
to tho ectivitics and wy of life of 


lastly, the spirit presiding ever ths treinizg of new persomel must 
materialize in the will for progress of officials holding soma leading 
positions im gsvermnent sarvicos. Theae poeple must constantly inquire and 
study in order to Improve both their critical sense cud thei working « a « 
2 8 Qa 2 # &@ w a e 9 a 9 &  & @ S °° °o 8&8 3 @ 28 » @ w& v« @ © © 9 @® © @ @€ &@ 39 @ 
over their dosics from dewn 5i11 dork end follow siuboorniy the same old stiff 
methods of working which, even though they ware ayolied consclentlous Ly » 


& 
7, 


cvamot push ahsad the global work of the ccmmunity or of ths nation. 


Offica work umer French rulle which was oxecubive in nature sould not 
Gnccursge or stimulate the ofMiecisis. Today tho uature of office works makes 
Ab possible for officials to so continuously forwerd. Thus having a clear 
souscicnes of thelr own responsibilities, knowing thomsolves se be holding 
& definite position in the struggle for artionval onaacipation, officinis will 
bo Eble tos and must of necessity, go ahead ix they constantly interwoave 
thels daily life and activities with these 0° ths people at large 


fII- « BUILDING A NEN CULTURE OF TER PEOPLEs 


I te a en rae MASTOID 


Education is the foundation stone of cultural life and setivitiosa Firct, 
because befors sntering any definite branch ef euliura « Scienees, philosophy, 
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oPt, etcoy tha intells etval werkers must pass threugh the school of the CAMPUS - 
Next the works being done by most officials in ths varicus branchss of culture 
abe Closely comested with educations A large nuxber of solentific workers » 
snginsere, artists. philosophers, otea, arc teaching either in the universitics 
or the high schools or their works are being diffused as text-books., 


Ths prominent role of edneation sonsists at the same time in propagating 
and furthering knowledge of oil bremches of cultura and in pooling tha kmowledge 
‘riperted by cach separate branch. Besides, the econtiuuous intercourse between 
education and culture is not mechanical or pessiva but vivid, dynamic, and 
conitructive. It is the sywthesie of natural and scciel scieuess which spring 
up fron tha prectieal life of ths peoples 


The nature end role of education belug thus Jofined, we must look upon 
sueh theories as “education mist rerain neutral", “science must stand above 
all olee", "art for art's sake", “exlture must no= mingle with triviel life", 
atee, 88 mere sophisme. 


The so-called sleofness and insuletion of culture end sducation were but a 
piece of falsehoed end deceit, beccuse ‘they never really existed anywhere in tho 
world since class society cama imte being. ew irdesd can wa speak of "neutrality" 
or “noneinterfercnes™ in education ween iu e221 the schools and universities of 
westerm Barops and America ma%erielian has bsen rulei out as a part of modern 
philosophy as a pallosophical theery? Can science really "stead high above ali 
cise" when in the some wostorn uroptar. coumtries the theory of evelwsion of 
species thought cat by Daswin had bean keps in cold storage by all soverunent 
achools for many decades? 


How ean we presentiy spoal: of a “neutral education” whsu pupils in all the 
echools unler French rale were tanbht for hei? e conuury that the leaders of 
the Teyson mevenent were "bandits chi efs"5 that De Thom was hinself a “rebel”, 
that Franea's sonquest of Indeshina had been motdvat:d by ‘she persecution of 
bri stian nieslemaries, that he Freach were exporting their "civilizntion™ to 
SUP COURT, GECo? 


Tow can we speak of a “newhral aducation” when che reeord of the last 
huncced years of Viet Nam hi story = from the bvegluniug of Fronch rule up te 
the August Revolution = hed been vepleced in cffisial text tocks by voludle 
apprisadis of "Freneh pretection™ end hy slanderous evuses against our national 
Barogs? 


How can wa speek of seience and cultere as "standing high above ail else" 
as “not mingled with trivial iife™ whon in all ths fcrner liglerite laboratories 
and alile in today's Areries, selentists vere end still are making atomic bombs 
nnd growing bactorie for tho vorMongsrs $6 exterminate manicinu, while other 
so-called scleuwbists or thinkers were working ow’ sush theorias as ths 
euperlority of tho German race over other Paces of the omminosence of the 
United States? 


Other people may say: © Gelence, culture, axi the like have no national 
“voutiers, since shay only know and sorve humanity." Now sais theory which 
apparently purports te be hizouniterian is, in fact, Iphuman and eri: inal be= 
Cause 16 may cause some so-called “golentifie workerc™ to Jvap over into the 
enemy's cawp and shout back, "We are serving humeiliy because we ara tondi ng 
the sick or making WGapons Lor peepis to Might. ‘Tha fact shat the people 
we ere serving happen to be the French imperialists themselves does not 
chance amrthing.a™ 
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Nos that's a lieS Por seif-respecting scientists and othor men of 
culture only serve e civilized and progressive humanity, one that sets as 
its goad the building up of a oright future, of an untrammelled and happy 
life. They are not to serve a handful of greedy and brutal men whose sole 
aim omd concern aro to exploit, oppress, and Slay ths peoples of their owmm 
countries; of others, to destroy peace, to pile their fortunes upon the 
S.eat and blood of other people, and to indulge in rovoels and luxury while 
helf 7 e eo e a e es e a i) * eo @ @ a a e a 6 2 .) ce So % o e@ °° 3 eo %a S i< ° a e 


mein advances 


The task awaiting any new democratic education is, therefore, to help 
in building a nation] culture, e sulturse of the people end for ths people. 
Such a onvture is by no means colorless, sleansed of all political hues and 
tints, a "neutral culture’. Such a culture is impossible because it is 
unreal. What people were wont te cail "nure veason" was only the expression 
of the discontanted souls of a handful of artists or thinkers seeking to con= 
sole their individualism by ranoling into the uothingness, the "borosome 
roalities” of life. 


This discontent wes tolerebic under a decaying capitalist regimes, a 
noment when scientists, artists, and writers, disgusted with the disintegrated 
bourgeois culture, wero jet unable te find out the notivating power capable 
of bringing forth a now culture for human? tye 


in our country today, while the seeds of that inchoate culture which 
were sprouting at the time of she August Revolution are blooming under the 
crosi-fire of the war for antiorg2 liberation, such "“yunaway"™ theories and 
ideas must be held as reactionary and as indicative of their originators! 
desire to shum their duties as citizens. The new education must lead up to 
& culture deeply concernsd with the realities of life and with the very fate 
of the nation. 


Neither should the now cultere be a more zehash or rehearse) of all the 
teachings or experiences iinperted by previous gencrations and by foreign 
peoples. Instead wo must digess all the imowledge of science, art, and 
thought made available by our Sorerumors and thon weld up & new and 
synthe tie Imowledge of our wma The new culture our people are eraving for 
must be able not only to explain but alse to transform nature, not only te 
record, but also to iiprove and refirs human reason, sense, and 
sensibility » 


In briof, tho naw democratic ecveation must be so fremed as to be 


able te build a culture imserningled with the people's daily lifs, drawing 
its inspiration from the people, aad, above ali, to transform and improve 
the people's living conditions. 
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PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW DEMOCRATIC EDUCATION 


“.@ havo said in the forcgoing that the primary aim of the néw democratic 
education is to bring the people as a whole, and especially the younger 
genoration, a new way of thinking, e now understanding and a new spirit, so 
that they may take an active and useful pert in the war of resistunce and 
the national reconstructi one 


The lines along which the new education should go in order to attain 
these goals must be at once firm and flexible. The new education must lay 
heavy stress on and coordinate the trend and the laws of the general evolu- 
tion of the world on the one hand, end the specific laws ruling over the 
evolution of our people at tha present stage of our history on the other 
hands 


The dialectic coordination of these two factors: people and mankind, 
is on outstanding feature of the new democratic rogimee 


The education which best fits ond symbolizes the Spirit of tha new 
democracy « because it leads straight up to the foregoing goals ~ must be 
at onco national (of the people), scientific and popular (for the many) 
But how are we to apply thcse three principles to culture ond education? 


To ~ A NATIONAL EDUCATION 
As The study of history stirs and tempers nationalisme 


First, a national education is one which undertakes to impress the mind 
of the youth with a clear and diguified idea of the origins of their own 
peoples; to acquaint them thoroughly with the national traditions, the 
sufferings and the glories of previous generations in their struggle for 
national independercs and fresdoms stir in them a desp love for the psople 
and an undiluted faith in the strength and power of the people. 


Next it must toll the young generations the prasent hour and open before 
then a vista of the brilliant and unlimited progress of the people in the 
futures 


Having those besic principles in mind the young man who makes his 
"debut" in society = whatever his specialities and abilitios - will not 
lose sight of his main duty which is to serve the common interests of the 
peoples 


In this respect we may rightly regard the history of Viet Nam as a 
decisive factor in the rejuvenation of the minc end spirit of ovr youthe 


Dus to our ignorance of the leading role of the study of history in the 
educational schems as a whole, the teaching of history up to new has not 
been seriously attended to and has not as yet a dignified place in our 
schoolsa 


Once we have come to a clearer idea of the vital role of history in 
the new education, we must tackle the question of how to bring about a 
scientific conception to ensure a scientific teaching and writing of 
historye In this connection the history books hended dow to us by the 
French administration must be scrapped. Much or little, these textbooks 
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had stamped the minds of the slder generations with two damaging ideas: first, 
they killed the confidence of the elder gencorations in and their respect of 
our people and denied it the status and dignity of a nation. The result was 
that many French sducated people had fallen in for the enthralling culture 

of the imperialists with such blindfoldness and self-oblivion that they finally 
relied on other poople's help and melt down before the might of foreign in-~ 
vaders and foreign eggressorse 


Next, they sowed in the minds of the previous generations the seeds of a 
narrow-minded, racial discrimination with rogard to neighboring people. A 
scientific concsption of history is, therefore, necessary to both teachers 
and historianse Such conception cannot be based on any other theory than that 
of historical materialism. This doctrine enables the history students to 
respect and have confidence in their own people and prevents them from relapsing 
into narrow-minded racialisme Ilistory, if taught or recorded according to a 
scientific conception will show us the main trend of our people's advance 
throughout these . 2 « » « « It also will bear out the fact that our people 
heave the strongth and courage necessary to win a place in the history of nations 
and at the same time to line up with other nations in the same process of 
evolution, which means that without parting with ite individualism and 
personality, it will continue to hold at intimate intercourse with other 
nations. 


If we wish to bring out these charactcristics of history - which are the 
expression of objective roalities of truth itself '- we must write and teach 
a history of tha pecple, of the masses of people whose life and activities 
hed led up to the momentous changes in the various stagess » « « « © © 08 © o 
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trends and of their influences upon tha general progress of society. 


In @ word, in order to tran. form our national education and bring it 
into line with the spirit of the new democracy « which is embodied in the 
first place by the principle of nationalism ~- ths place of honor in our 
schools must go to historys 


And if we went to record an accurate and self-rcspecting history of Viet 
Nom in keeping with the selertific spirit, the first step to be taken is to 
organize a nucieus of ressarchers and writers of national history, that is, 
to create a histeric researen institute to be placed under the direction or 
sponsorship of the education ministry. 


The creation of this organism is necessary because historic rosearch has 
so far been the private concern of separate individuals which inovitebly resulted 
in the sudserving of the works done to the personal and arbitrary corceptions 
ef the researchers thomselvese 


The Historic Researches Institwte (which, incidentally, may be called 
Academy, Commission, Association, or any other names) provided that the work 
be done jointly by a group, of researchers, and must not only collect material 
but also sect the main lines end principles according to which history should 
be recorded. 


A common line is necessery because a book of history must no longer be a 
passive and colorless racord of past and bygone events or incidents. History, 
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which has become a fullfledgedscience like other natural sciences, must be able 
‘to describe and explain the laws which preside ovor the general evolution of 
human society, ands in particular, over the development of each separate people. 
Collective research is, therefore, necessary and helpful. 


Be National Lenguage, an Instrument of Thought: 


While the study of history is expected to revive the mtional consciousness 
of the people, the means by which the principle of nationalism in education must 
be expressed is the national language. It is an instrument for expressing, 
improving, and transforming the thought of the peoples The history of other 
countries shows how deep the influence of national language has been upon the 
thought and national consciousness of the people. 


Under French rule Viet Nem pupils were taught in the French language. 
Today pupils of all degrees and part of the students (law and teachers! training 
colleges) are taught in Viet Namo 


Generally speaking, however, the study and teaching of the national 
language in our schools have not yet received either a rightful place or a 
scientific basis. Now our national education carmot develop speedily unless it 
is conveyed through a rich, flourishing, and popular mother tonguee The study 
and teaching of Vietnamese as observed today show the following flaws: 


le The vocabulary used in natural ond social sciences has not yet been 
unified or even fixede 


2e The choice of text-books old and new docs not follow a definite line. 


de The teaching of literary works is done often with attention being 
paid uniquely to their forms end style, or to the proper meaning 
of words without dus insistonce upon the political or social 
significance of the works themselvese 


he There is no teaching of the history of Viet Nam literature. This 
is mainly due to the lack of a really valuable work of this Iinde 


To remedy these shortcomings and to Spood up the progress of our education 
so that all Viet Nam pupils will be taught in their mother tongue in the near 
future - otherwise national oducation would be impossible ~- the second irmediate 
step to be taken is to croate a literary academye This organization, which will 
either be placed under the direction of the education ministry or at least will 
keep in close contacts with it, will collect, translate, and comment on old and 
new literary works both of the writers and of the common people, and to write a 
history of Viet Nam literatures 1% will also Study the literature of the East 
and of the vest. Lastly, it will undertake to compile a Viet Nam dictionary. 


Also in order to materialize the principle of nationalism, the now education 
among our upland minorities, we must complete in a most scientific way the 
* ¢ c ¢ s « 6 + ¢ «© Of their native dialectse It may be noted here that the 
basis of this great work has already been laid by our education ministry after 
two years of constant effort. ‘het remains to bo done is merely to broaden and 
consolidate this foundation and to make it more scientific every day. This task 
also rests with the litcrary acadeny > 


Now the creation of the literary academy, like that of the institute of 
historic research, cannot be delayed any longer. 
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Ce The Realities of National Life are the Fountain Head of ths People's 
Culture and lducation: 


it is much to be regretted that we have so far boon unable to assimilate 
available in our country by the realitios of our daily life and by the long 
standing and many-sided strugcle of cur peoples 


This is a disease we have caught fron the French-sponsored education, 
aemnsily, the bookishness which keeps us away from surrounding realities. 


The only way to cure this disease and to give our new education a truly 
mational character is to go back te reality to try to grasp all the permanent 
or transient forms under which it manifests itself. 


in the field of historic research, apart from the politicel and military 
changes recorded in French-censored books, we have not yet collected nistorie 
materials on the economic, social, and cultural life of past gensrationse 
Here some people may be heard pleading: "This shortcoming is ineviteble be- 
cause even if we were to tura upside dovm all the available books and documents 
we would not find more or better." To this we will readily reply that historic 
Fesearch cannot be baced exclusively on old books and scripts, but also on 
ancient vestiges, on stories, popular songs and verses, and anything else that 
belonzs to unrecorded history. 


“ith regard to the history of mountain peoples, no materials heve been 
collectede As regards the history of revolutionary movomonts, besides a fow 
recent materials dealing only with the period under French rule, such momentous 
events as the peasant movement under the Nguyen dynasty (18th century), the 
peasant rovolt like that led by the Tay Son brothers, have not inspired any 
elose study or systcmatic and sciontific rescarchs 


4s far as literature is concerned, we have not yet studied or realized 
the hago treasure handed dorm to us by our forefathers. Take this thing called 
humanism, for instance: here as elsewhere tho only data available were drawn 
from the French books themselvese Nothing was said or written about the real 
Vietnamese humanism which had flourished on the background of Viet Nam realities 
in tho past centuriss during the struggles of our intollectual elite against 
Vietmanese feudalism or foreign agcression. This humanism can readily be found 
in the works by Han Thuyen, Gencral Tron hung Dao, Nguyen Trais in such master 
pieces as Kimvaniiou, Chinhphungam, Tencungoan; in the poem by Le quy Don, 
Hexuanhuong, Neuyencongtru, Caobaquat,; Tuxuong; in such eloquent prose writings 
as "funeral orations in memory of the war dead." 


The same Vietnamese humanism is also percolating through our popular 
philosophy with its specifically Victnamese spirit and its own means of ex~ 
pression, which aro the popular songs, the "comparisons", the nursery 
rhymes, the proverbs and sayings, the humoeristic stories by Trancquynh, etce 


in the matter of geography, the too simplest bcoks written by colonialist 
authors for goverment schools mder French rule were unable, or, rather made 
it a point not to shw us the picturesque and inspiring landscaps which made 
up the natural beauty of our lend. ¢s a ratter of aconomic Eeography, we knew 
nearly nothing about the inexhaustible mineral woodlends, agricultural and sub- 
marine resources of our countrys ‘ith regard to human geography, we did not 
know all about the races inhabiting the Viet Nam territory, their verious 
sociai and economic institutions, their mumors and traditions, their culture 
and languages, 6tcosae 
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tn tho domain of philosophy we only referred to western thinkers when 
commenting, on the old schools of thought. .6 did not strive to study and 
comment from a now standpoint on the philosophical doctrines of the East like 
Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, which had for many thousand years domina- 
ted the thought of half of mankind, including our own people, and this stanp 
is still fairly visible among men of our genora ti one 
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In the domain of political economy nobody has ever paid serious attention 
to such important problems as the land temre in anciont Viet Nam, the Asian 
methods of production which prevailed in our feudalistic economy and are still 
prevailing in the coastal and upland areas of Viet Nam. 


It is also to be regrettod that research in geology, natural sciences, 
agriculture, medicine, and other sciences have not yet made full use of 
waterials available in largo amownt in our country. 


Indeed we cannot overnight use all the rateriels drawn from daily 
realities however ready thoy may be. This is a gigantic, longstanding, 
continuous, and systomatic proecasse The first step te be taken in this 
direction is just to pave the way for future research. A radical and definite 
change of direction is required if wo wont to give our national culture and 
education a popular end national basiss Like history and literature, other 
natural and social sciences must also benefit from a conter of study and a 
tasis for thought and analysise 


in short, a people's education must follov principles: 


ie To frome the national consciousnoss of the people by the study of 
national history, 


e 
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Soe To give our education a truly national character by checking upon the 
people's studies and realization on the daily and manysided realities 
of national life. 


Without these 3 principles, which are bound up together, no really national 
education hopes to survives 


IIe @ A SCIUNTIFIC DUCA TION: 


A scientific culture is not exactly one in which natural sciences hold the 
first place or play the leading roles "Scientific" means anything thot is 
opposed to the passive spirit, to the conception of eternal nature, and, in 
history, to the brainstuffing methods, to the rat“ewnse of such learnings and 
teachings as would impede human progress. "Scientific" also means all that is 
opposed to bookishness, to the hoarding of a knowledge not readily utilizable. 
Science is the reflection of reality having realitics as its criteria; it 
constently changes and improves according to the development of realities, and 
ains at the realization of the motto, "Study and Act"; in brief, a scientific 
sducation is an instrument for freeing the people from the shackles of thought. 


Such an education is obviously incompatible with the principles laid dowm 


by the imperialist oducationists. The main defects of the French-sponsored 
education were: 
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1, Its ensleving character. 
Ze It tured men into obcdiont machinese 


3. It was cumborsome and slow bocause its principles remain unchanged 
for many decades. 


he It did not come into touch with realities. It maintained a wide 
gap between study and actions 


56 It lacked a sorious civic education. 


In short, the education imposed upon ovr psople by the French imperialists 
was antisciensific, since it was aimed at the conplete subservience of our 
vation. 


The main task ahead of a new democratic education must, therefore, bes 


First, to wipe out once and for all the vestiges of the old imperialist 
education which still cen be found in our program, textbooks and teaching 
methods and in the orgenization of school and studyo 


Those vostiges camot be clearsd up overnight by a number of government 
decrees or decisionse ‘This work is boumd up with the transformation of 
thought which is a leng-stending and continuous undertaking» 


Such work requires an efficient coordizatiou of the administrative and 
educational systems, and the training of a new teaching personnel, especially 
for primary and high schools,has a decisive importance. The personnel 
problem must be solved by: 


le Re-aducating old teacherse 
2. Training new teacherse 


(While the training of new teachers will be taken up by the newly created 
training college, the re-education of old personnel can go to the teachers* 
union, which, if it is reorganized, can do fine things in this organization 
of the professional and political studies of the teacherse 


Second, the new scientific oducation must keep in close contact with, 
and reflect the life of the peoples This task has partly been outlined in 
the principle of nationalism in educations 


All the learning imparted to pupils in natural end social scienses must 
be based on the daily realities of national life in Viet Nam. However, to 
reflect the life of the people is aot to grasp and describe dispassionately 
the various aspects under which it manifests itself. A scientific education 
must be a motivating power capable of furthering the progress of society in 
all directions. It nust bring about the “cohesion between knowledge and 
action" which is the primary aim of any progressive education, because a new 
culture and oducation based on a progressive understanding of nature and 
human life must not only onable the people to learn, but also to transform 
and improve their living conditionse 


Third, a now and scientific education must be dynamic, that is, it must 
constantly adjust itself to the progress of the people to natural and social 
realities both at home and in the world. The gravest and most hazardous 
disease suffered by the French-sponsored education is that it remains un- 
changed for many decades, French primary education is now nearly the same 


ol Papaya conaso1 - Us Se OFFICIALS ONLY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004100700001-2 


Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004100700001-2 


CONEIREN = 


Ay 


CONTROL = Ue Se OFFICIALS ONLY 


CENTRAL INPULLIG NUCH AGUNCY 


TS 
ws Uv: 3 


as it was 60 yoars ago when electricity, wireless, telegraph, and atomic 
energy wore still to be discovered. And yet the ruling classes in France have 
not as yet taken any step toward revising the spirit and basis of the old 
educations In French secondary schools a lot of time is being wasted on 
fancy matters having no practical interest. As regards wmiiversity students, 
they are spending long years mostly on theoretical studies. To top it all, 
thore are as yet unsetiled conflicts «sa esc oss e nse esecesc 
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the rogine of favoritism still provailing in that countryo 


Such rottenness and depravity, no doubt, will not be toleratcd in our new 
educationo 


hat docs "Dynamism" in education mean? A dynamic education and society 
in the safe of the people [sic and of the world but also lays particular 
stress on the needs of the nation at each definite stage of its history. 
Vor instance, the new education, in order to ve scientific, must cope with 
the war of resistance. Furthermore, wartime education itself must be divided 
into several stages corresponding to the different phases of the resistances 
The main task to be fulfilled by wertime education at the stage of prepara~ 
ion for the general counter-offensive must not be the same as in other 
phases. It will not be onough to teach pupils general notions on politics 
or to tell them about their duties as citizens of a country at war or 
give them some additional military trainings 


The same rule applies as well to the teaching of natural and social 
sciences which must aim at meeting the needs of the people and the army in 
their present fight for freedom. 


Indeed the framing of such progress is a great work which requires the 
closes cooperation between all branches of education and other branches of 
national activity. For instance, if the wartime teaching of history is to 
center around the strug: les against foreign aggression both in Viet Nam and 
in other countries, historians are not in a position to do the work fruit- 
fully unless they be assisted by revolutionary organizations or personslitiosa 


Fourth, a new and scientific education must erable the energy and 
ability of the youth to develop harmoniously. To this effect, two erroneous 
tendencies must be avoided: 


1. To attach equal importance to all the matters taughte This method 
secrificss thoroughnsss of knowledge to its shallow generality. Tha 
opposite tendency would be to allow the young pupils to take too keen an 
interest in a givon matter at the expense of otherse In progressive countries 
pupils are taught according to their age axd degree of intelligence. Thus 
before entering the universities, the young men have not only @ sound knowl- 
ecge of all matters but also a deepfelt predilection for a definite art or 
sciences This result is obtained “lrough a gradual process of guidance. 
After class or on holidays, primary school pupils £0 to the children's 
cultural institutes, the children’s gardens, or other places where sciences 
and arts are taught to them in a simplificd manner under the guise of 
atiractive games and toys. Meamvyhile, youths from the high schools and 
universities, as well as government officials aud employees, go to their 
own clu's where, in addition to routine entertainmont, they can study 
literature, music, singing, theater, painting, mechanics, or electricity, ete; 
or they are taught to drive and revair motor vehicles, combines, and tractors; 
or they take lessons in gymnastics, skiing. and skating; or they play soccer 
and tennis, etce 
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In our country such a large sealo organization is for the time being 
impossiblee However, tio can guide and direct children and the youth in 
realistic studiss which may prove helpful to the war of resistancee 


Fifth, the new education must underline the all-embracing and concrete 
task of inspection officiais. Under the fronch rale the "inspector's" only 
concern after sach visit to a school was just to decide on the promotion of 
the teachers. As regards expsriences in the art of teaching, they are not 
only kept away from the teaching body as a whole, but alse from the teachers 
of the same school and the same classes. 


In the new democratic education the intercourse botween inspectors and 
the inspected must be based om new principles. The inspectors must not 
solely compare tho teachers with one another with a view to promoting or 
"firing" them, but, instead they must confroat azd analyze the works done by 
teachers and pupils themselves. tf course, the question of promotion has 
its own imports; however, 1% must be subordinated to the main task which is 
the progress of education which deponds largely cn both teachers and pupiis. 
The faulty idea cf inspection work cntails the feulty conception of human 
dignity and honor. The inspectors must go to school to gather experience 
to study and to help improve the works of the teecsherse In their turn, 
teachers must look upon inspectors os their guides and helpful friendss 


Furthermore, inspectors would not ?ulfill their tasks if their contacts 
were confined to individuals. hoy must gather end inpart experiences to 
ell the teachers om cuch occesions as teachers’ end progressors! /sic 
conferencas. They must condense the matters published in textbooks, 
education reviews, or magazines into principles end theories and make them 
lmown to the whole teaching body. 


Sixth, a selentific education must develop the critical spirit and the 
intollectual curiosity of the pupils. Im this respsct, teaching 
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The most officient way to develop ths pupil's critical spirit is to link up 
theoretical learning and practical oxperiment, to realize the cohesion and 
unity between study and actions The very criterion of science is its 
faithfulness to lite and to realities. |‘ must, therefore, revise our 
aducational programs, especially those concerning such degrees as would not 
readily harbor the brainstuffing and bookish methods. For instance, we 
must mako an all~over change of the progran of law study such as it was 
followed by the fozmer French-sponsored university or by the law colleges 
in France. «6 must teach the students the fundamental economic, social, 
and political ceuse which led up te the framing of the legal system of cach 
country. . 


lav students of the first degrse must be taught the history of philosophy, 
poiitieal economy, and gencral political notions before they will climb up to 
the second degrea. Provided vith these notions they will have a critical 
Spirit keen enough to te able to understand the old legal systems. Only then 
will they be allowed to handle Jaw books. At tha third degres, students 
can be taught to “create”, that is, to take part in the framing of legal 
codes according to the spirit and extent of the people's progress. 


last, tha new and scientific education must ensure a close intercourse 
and coordination between different brenches of science on the one hand, and 
tween sciences and other social activitiss on the other hand. Lew studerts, 
for instance, must be acquainted with the propaganda movement among the pecple 
because this movement is boumd up with many other activities which must all 
be mirrored in jurisdiction. The dand rent reduction, for instance, is a 
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typical question which is likely to interest all practical-minded studentso 
tn their part, medical students inust pay attention to the reconstrustion of 
collective villages. Students of political economy must be familiar with 
the workers' and peasants’ ~ovenents, etice 


In short, a nev democratic and scientific aducation must follow up 
realities, that is, the everyday life of the people, not only in order to 
help them understand but also modify naturo and society and su’ssquently 
improve their living conditions. 


Lile © AN EDUCATION FUR TEE GRLAT HUMB? RS 2 


when we say, "Our national education, like our national culture must be 
popularized", some people may object? "Why on oarth should we do it? w6 
would simply lower the standard and value of education by spreading it out to 
the messes." 


To this we will reply: “That has absolutely nothing to do with 
popularization.” ‘The culture and aducation provailing under tha colonialists, 
feudelists, and capitalists, ond o-sher regines which tolerated or encouraged 
the exploitation of man by man, wore the privilege of a social minority, 
of those who defended the intercst of the Yuling classese Uncer socialism - 
of which the new democracy is but a transitory stage - culture ond education 
are no longer the private proporty or concern of a fev wealthy or socially 
high ranking people. They must become the joy and business of the preat masses 
of the peopie, which is the first step towerd bridging the gap between manual 
ard intellectual workers and toverds building up a society in which class 
antagonism no lenger exists. ith the liquidation of the private property 
regines difforences between social classes in the intcllectual sphere will 
dis graduallye 


To popularize education under the now democratic regime only moans to 
pave the way to the admission of the prent masses of the people into the 
higher spheres of learning and thought from hich they have heen and still 
are banned by the rozimes of oppression and exploitationse 


What are thought, culture, and science but the syntheses of experiences 
gathered from the process of ren's struggle against mature and hie fight 
for freedom, equality and happiness? That was the mainstay of that struggle 
but the working people themselves who had for so many conturics piled up ail 
the material and moral treasurcs o7 humanity, who had turnsd forward the 
wheels of history? «as it not a staggering fact that the men who have.built 
up the huge and beautiful castle in which we have been living all these 
centuries are now forbidden its onmtrence and are standing outsids leoking 
bittorly or wrathfully at the work they have dons? And yet this stete of 
things still prevails under the regimes of oppression and exploitation. 


It behooves the new domocratic revolution to Wipe out such preposterous 
conditions of national culture and cducaticon. Only when their closed doors 
heve been flung wide open tc the great masses of the people, will science, 
art, and thought really be unfctteored and will develop with a strength 
hitherto unimovm in historye Why? Because nobody cam ees « we 2 eo on 
end impetus than thesc who iave themselves laid dovm the tasis of these 
achievementse Take, for instance, the Stalhanovitch rovemont which was 
Jaunched throughout the Soviet Union in 1935. ‘s Stalin has put it, this 
novement had “raised the workers up to the level of the engineor". Switching 
over to other countries, ons may asks “Should rot the vistories of the Red 
Army over German naziism and of the Chinese Liberation forces over the 
“are Tea he rightly regarded as epochemaking victories of human science 
ani knowledge themselves? 
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Back to our country, we can readily sec thet no comparison is possibls 
betveon what our people know today and what they knew vefore the fugust 
Revolution or the start of the var. Four years ago, the number of Viet Nam 
who could fire a rifle shot = let alone military "strategy™ - was tiny 
Today there are scarcely any regulars, >";Tillas, or militia who have not at 
one time or another fired a shot or killed a "French". They all have a sizable 
lmovledge of military tactics and strategye Amy young woman from the remotest 
Village is familiar with collective life, understands why the "more production" 
campaign has been launched and how it must be cavried out. Any od fisherman on the 
Clear River (tributary of the Red River watering Tuyenquang 70 miles northwest 
of Hanoi} knows thot the patriotic emulation movemezt was an evidence of Presi=- 
dens Ho Chi Ninh's clearsightod policy. Nota few arns factory workers can 
make mortars or bazookas, rhile many peasants can make hand grenades and 
oxplosivesa Nearly all five-year-olds can teil en "pla lady" (French . « o » 0 
one engined plane) making supply or recomeissance Slights from a fighter 
plane whose only business is to kill and Scares A young woman at the storn 
of o sampan may be heard telling another woman at the bow about the "value" 
of “victory will be the outcome of wong standing resistance". (By Truong chinh ) 

* small village in Sontay provinces, North Viet Nam, has defeated ats..+ a 
scere of French onslau htse) An old woman sclling tea on the roadside was 
telling you she hated the "white" Ghinese who cans here some years ago to bore 
and worry our people, but that she rejoiced over the recent Red victories. 


»17 = 


Now, aro not the "things known" which we daily see or hear among the mud 
covered and ragiad group of the Vies Nan people, the very rudiments - naivo 
and simplified indeod =< of what we call science, art, or thought, and which 
are being "popularized" hy the war of resistance? 


To sorve the great masses of the psoples, to premote and diffuse all our 
manifold human ‘nowledge among the people, to help them to clamber up into 
the higher spheres of science, art, and thought and grasp the invisible but 
delectable laws which urderlie the evolution of nature and which can shift 
the whole of mankind from the era o° darkness and slavery into thet of 
light and liborty: such is the primary task and cencern of a culture and 
education for tha many. 


It may be recalled here that the first step we have made toward the 
realization of an education for the nany = which was also a creat deal of 
pregress not only from our national point of View, but also in the eyes 
of any other nation in the world = was the anti-i lliteracy cempaicn, This 
movenent, which “ms initiated by Prcsident Ho Chi Tinh and the people ts 
organizations after the August Revolution, has doveloped to an irercdible 
extont ever since the war bOpaNe 


It is inpossible, for the tire being, to tell in an accurats manner the 
heroic sacrifices made by our people in the cultural field with a view te 
enabling millions of men, women, and children, to squesze the first implement 
of knowlodge which leads to the comprehension and ultimately to the trans- 
formation of the universa. 


hile bowing in silent respect before the memory of the gallont national 
guard guerrilla fighters and militia who bave fallen, wa cannot forget to pay 
& glorious tribute to the mimow heroes, the promoters of the anti~illiteracy 
movoment and the countless teachers who have dedicated their lives to the 
building up, amid the turmoil of the war, of a culture for the people and for 
the mny, a culture destined to bo part and parcel of the progressive culture 
of the worlds 


The next step is to create special popular courses to follow up anti- 
illiteracy classca. To raise nearly ten million of the new literate 
pecple to primary levol within a short space of time will bo the gigentic 
and glorious task beforgythe people's education service and persomel. 
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The education dispensed to primary school pupils is one thing; the primary 
learning to be given to graduates of the anti-illiteracy courses is anothers 
As fay as the letter aro concernsd, serious attention must be paid to the 
age, living conditions, ond social standing of the pupils. Such an education 
must lean strongly on realities, and the teaching of sciences, history, 
geography, etc., must be shorn of all its ornmamentse 
The work must be done definitely so as to cive "popular education" pupils 
ahout the same standard as that of public primary schools. 


To end illitcracy and te promote the people's primary education are the 
first tasks to be fulfilled by the new education "for the many". 


The second task is to enable all children of school age = both from the 
sommtryside and from the towns - te attend school regardless of wealth and 
according to the slogan "a preparatory school for each village". To this 
end, the government, the public services, and the people's organizations 
will grant scholarships to poor children in order to help them to buy school 
supplieso it was with this aim in mind that the “association for the protec- 
tion of poer pupils” has vsen croateds 


Another auxiliery but no less important task is to enable parents to 
study or teke part in social works, such as the “more production” movement. 
Meny village women are missing the opportunity to learn simply because 
they have too many children. Often children are unable to attend school or 
even study at home becauss they have to take care of their younger brothers 
or sisters, To face this situation, nursery classes must be set up on a 
nationwide scale in which women of all walks of life must take part. These 
women Will leok after all the children wder school age in order to give 
parents enough leisure to attend school or study at homes 


The third task of a new “education for the many” is to eut down the high 
school program and make it more realistic so as to bring the present seven years’ 
terms down to five, or, at most, six yaars. This will be the more feasible as 
high school pupils aro now learning in their mother tongue. .©6 should no longer 
follow French education which requires at least twelve years to complete prirary 
and high school courses. This is, no doubt, a great handicap for poor children 
who have to eke out an sarly livelihoode 


The fourth task of an education for the great massos is to promote, 
encourage, and assist the self~teaching movement among the people, the arnys 
the public ssrvices, and the psoples’ organizations so as to enable every ons - 
whatever his business ~ to learn end improve. After completing the regular 
courses, these self-taught people may, regardless of age, pass examinations 
similar to those in public schools. Those who have taken a fair share in 
the resistance will be favored at these examinations. .6 may recall in this 
connection the wrong ideas which cecurred to some people with regard to the 
question of examination. According te these peaple, all examinations should 
bs suppressed under our cemocratic regime because they are nothing but the 
vestiges of the enslaving education imposed on us by the French colonialists. 
ye do not share this viewe The aim of learning is knowledge, and the only 
way to measure our knowledge is to control, to sxamine, te stop it {sic ° 
Indeed, examinations under our democratic regire are not tha same as they 
were under French rule. Under the French regime, examinations often were a 
“natter of luck", a source of injustice, and also a means for the graduates 
to earn their living or gain social positions. Under the democratic regime, 
examinations must be carried out by teking into account not only the candidates’ 
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kmewledgs, out also their abilities and the efforts choy maks throughout the 
school terms. The aim of davocratie examinations is to ses off the value of 
the knowledge. Te "popularize knowledge is nos to underwrite its merits 

and quality, as some psople may think, bub, instead, it is to bring the knowle 
ecge of the many izto line with that of the wincritys In addition, the masses 
of the people must be assisted in svatching up with anleventually in outdoing 
the minority in the field of kuowledge both in quality and quantity. 


Thus it is net the maintenance, tut rather the suppression of examinations 
which is wuidemocretic, bacnuse 16 tends to orase the legitimate discriminations 
bebween the learned aml tag ignoraus, between leborious puplis and sluggardse 


last, 1t behooves the popularised education te bring about a thorough 
shekeup at tha lAgner degrees of education. ‘Tix: uaiversi ties must help 
students to specialize, bats the study of each epecialty must be closely linked 
with the corresponding daily activities of the peopis., dust as a scientific 
aducation is based om the principle, "life is the criterion of scientific 
truth", the motce of an education “for the many” must be “the many are tho 
originators of life and the foumteiu head of all knowledge." If there were 
no people, there would be ao sclemces It is, therefore, impossible to think 
of science outside the delly activities of the veopls. The knowledge of 
agriculture ecquired by a Vietnamese studems fram tha former French~sponsored 
university weuld be useless if, im addition to the theorics he hed learned » 
he dees not take into account the Mns-honored éxporlences gathered by 
mijiions of our predeceasora; if ke dees not cone close and inguire into the 
production conditions so as te smich and WIVES BES be: eae we ete ie a Se 
o & o 2 G 8 @ « 1.) “ o 7 wn & o a ms oa 2 Led yy. OD os » o S ® . . @ a ee © 6 & & 


which is at once national, scientific, and populare 


The best method of carrying owt the foregoing taske in a concrste and 
efficient mamer is to bring the students inate Seequent contacts with the 
people in all fields of activity. The first. step 3.8 to be taken by sending 
students to practice amezg and holy the peasants during summer holicays or 
after completion of each definits courses 


Another means to “popularize” education is te prevent divorce hetween the 
students and tho psople, between school and Lifs. Im other words, students 
and high school pupils mast study polities and take part in political life. 
Besides attending courses om polities « which must be Sompulsory - thoy must 
get used te collective life aad tackle social activities. Wedical students 5 
for instance, will go owt imte the countryside once in several months to 
propagates sanitation weasues both by werks and by dseds. Public works 
students will voluntarily budld or repeir reads. bridges, and river dykese 
Would-be teachers will help in liquidating liliteraoy, ete. There ara many 
other things which students and pupils can do gcintly, for instance, carrying 
out the campaign for “winter eid tc ssnbatants™, helping peasants te build up 
new villeges in place cf those destroyed by the enemy, etGo In short, a 
strong students* movement must ba Zeunched and yromotede Such a tack falls to 
ths Viet Nem youth umicn end the Vist Nem studerts? association, which may 
seek the cooperation of the education ninistry. At the present stage of 
Droparation fer the genera] counter-offensives, waivarsities and high schools 
have the additional task of giving students and pupiis an elementary military 
training and of encouraging thea in. joining the amayo 


With regard to the popuisrisetion of bighe: education, we must underline 
the democratic principles aveording to whick the training of able men should 
be carried owt during this transitery pericd when forex specialiste and 
technicions are scarce and when other people have not the degrees required 
te enter the universiticse During this Gnergenty perlod we must train a 
nuaber of specialists sud teshniciexns to £111 ths vacant places which exe 
increasing dailye We camnot do this without placing the imtersst of the 
nation high above anything else, wi thows isaving aside all the narrow-minded 
ideas about spocialisty /sic/ which fit only the peacetime period. Ve vent 
to streas here that during This transitery porled, facilities must be 
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aecorded first to the lower cadres Se pull themseiros up, se to speak, and 
ascend to’ the higher Levels, next, to thoss whe heve taken part in the 
vevolutionery movements or have rondered distingulshsd services to she war 
of resistance, and, last, to womer. who will he-ve te play an increasingly 
important part in mational reeoxstouetion. All those people should be 
admitted into the universities end technical schools with greater facilities 
than today. 


These, we repeat, are ouly spscial measures called fcerfthe clreumstansess 
letter, when life will yeturn to ucxpsai, when edueetion will be carried on 
more hernoniously and thoroughly, ths shoice of eadres will be eleser and 
consequently the educational steadard will te highsee We shall need an over~ 
increasing numter of wore and more able technicians, enginmoers, medical 
doctors, painters, architects, prolsssors, ami others. te shall, and must 
hexve, such specialists. 


iast, the opportunity te leara must be equal fer all pupils and studenta. 
in brief, an education fox tho many mst neke 211 branches of Imowledge and 
thought the common property of the entice people 


Te sndew the new democratic Vies Nam with a national, scientific, and 
populer education is tantamount’ to pulling cowm the vhole fabric of tha 
foudalistic and imperialistic education which stil prevails in the countries 
of wastern Europe. Dus to the developmen’: of tae capitalist regime, that 
classical education has been for tha past hundred years the springboard for 
ingperialist powers to split up the world and bring 1% under their dominations 


With the new democracy now gaining the upper hend in many countries of 
Europe and Asia, © new education end a new culture have come into being and 
ere gethering momentum in these parts of the world. They are the authentic 
education and culture of the psopls, for the people, and by the peoples 


Tha education aud culture of the poopie ars, on the one hand, the 
legates of tho immortal intellectual treasures herded down oy the most 
brillient representatives of tho past generatioas. On the other hand, 
thay arc being hammered into an extromely forciole weapon to liberate the 
peoples 


The capitalist countries of wostern Europe heave constantly claized 
Greek-latin treditions to be the foumtain-heed of cheir om education and 
culture. This is true. These were eriginally ins trumentel in removing 
ths shackles of a bookish and superstitious education. However, since 
tas great masses of tha people began to take purt in political and social 
lifé, since the new democratic movsuent began tv spread, the former torche 
bearer role of western education ard culture kes cuindled to the vanishing 
poinS. They have become a tool fer uiiivtaining tho ominous rule of a 
handful of capitalists and milltarists, of wes arn Europsan and American 
monopolists who heve been and are belng caught rec-banded in nwaberless 
crimes and secial troubles, uuenploymems, sconomle crises, vars, otce, of 
which labor masses of the whole world ard the wealsr people are the main 
sufferers. This sducation and culture which has “hus been used te slay and 
oopress mankind has become a read blcek to tha pregress of Imowledge and 
thought. 


“Whatever may be the decaying thoughts end knowledge which the ruling 
classes have set up as the criteria of absolute truth in education with 
a view to perpetuating their moderr slave regine, have been overridden 
by tho gigantic tide of ths new dcmosratic movement which is aurtling 
taroughout the world of /iedey. This new historic movement has given 
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sLac to @ asw iimanmism which in the very erystallisetion of the most brilliant 
ureacitions of the thought and kuewisdge of the pach. a humeniem in kesping 

set eT Ey * ae gee as le = Ad 4 

Witte tho newest snd most prograseive ideals of tho Inman race. 


re 
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er the leadership ef Freaident Ho Chi Mixa, who is the living 
suidinens of the monysided inteliAgsuce ant Pinest virtwes of the Viet wan 
fople. wa will definitely succeed ia building a nen education going alongside 
he prograss of both the mation axd of the worlds 


FEW IS 


"Por a Hew Demecratie Hiucation® 
uy 
Bguyen honk Tean, translated 
from Yo Me fis 


dwiy 255 1949 
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